FINAL EXAMINATION—comprehensive take home [100 points/10% of course grade]                                   Summer Semester  2010
ENG 400-11: ADVANCED WRITING WORKSHOP                                                                                    Dr. C. F. Warren, Instructor

In a 1969 interview for The Paris Review, the renowned author and essayist E. B. White was asked to express his "views about the writer's commitment. . . [and responsibility].”  White’s response was delivered in his customary unassuming style:                                                                                          
A writer should concern himself with whatever absorbs his fancy, stirs his heart, and unlimbers his typewriter. I feel no obligation to deal with politics. I do feel a responsibility to society because of going into print: a writer has the duty to be good, not lousy; true, not false; lively, not dull; accurate, not full of error. He should tend to lift people up, not lower them down. Writers do not merely reflect and interpret life, they inform and shape life.           
---Excerpted from Writers at Work, 8th Series. New York: Penguin, 1988)

Explore to what extent you have come to agree with White’s remarks.  In doing so, identify those writing subjects/issues and activities encountered in this workshop’s readings, classroom discussions, in-class interaction, Peer Workshop Rough Draft reviews, or assigned essays that most strongly spoke to you.  Somewhere in your own essay, please reveal (and justify your choice) your favorite assigned essay/essayist and/or essay sub-genre from the five types you encountered in this course.  
In formulating your response, discuss the extent to which one (or more) of the strategic stylistic components of voice (i.e., Diction, Unity, Coherence, Audience, Tone, and Syntax) most engaged you or most challenged you in your writing efforts during this workshop.     
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Groundrules:

· Your own carefully developed expository essay should not exceed three [3] typewritten, thoroughly edited and proofread pages.  

· Be sure to use pertinent examples [you should include specific quotations or detailed references drawn from at least one or two of the readings/essayists assigned for this course] to support your specific and responsive assertions.

· Your inclusion of outside sources for this paper is optional.  

· Before crafting your thoughtful response, please carefully review your textbook’s general Introduction [pp. ix-xi] and the individual Introduction that opened each of the five assigned chapters. 

· Employ MLA format for your paper [everything double-spaced from start to finish; first line of paragraphs is indented 5 spaces; titles of published essays are to be placed in quotation marks; use no separate title page; for proper MLA format and help, see MLA 2009 pdf sample student research paper on Instructor’s homepage—www.drwarren.info --under Research Links URL near bottom of page].
· Please do not include a synopsis or summary for any of those essays cited by you.
· Your completed essay will be presented by you--so that it can be discussed intelligently and constructively by seminar members--at the final workshop meeting.   
